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In the context of profound social transformations caused by Russia’s full-scale 

aggression against Ukraine and the intensification of European integration processes, the issue 

of value-semantic orientations of Ukrainian student youth has gained particular relevance. 

War-related uncertainty, security threats, and large-scale societal disruption have significantly 

reshaped young people’s perceptions of identity, freedom, responsibility, and civic 

engagement. At the same time, Ukraine’s strategic orientation towards the European Union 

reinforces the importance of democratic values, human dignity, solidarity, and the rule of law 

as normative foundations for societal development. Against this backdrop, the student youth 

emerge as a key social group whose value-semantic orientations both reflect and shape              

the future trajectory of the Ukrainian state and its integration into the European socio-cultural 

space. 

The purpose of this publication is to identify key shifts in value priorities of Ukrainian 

secondary school students, with particular attention to the interplay between national identity 

and European values under the martial law. 

The issue of the formation of value-semantic orientations of high school student youth 

has been addressed in contemporary pedagogical and psychological research by such 

Ukrainian scholars as N. Bielska and M. Melnyk (Бєльська, & Мельник, 2025), D. Bybyk 

(Бибик, 2022), N. Bondarenko (Бондаренко, 2019), O. Lohvynenko (2021),                    

V. Kuppa (2022), S. Kosianchuk (2012), V. Ushmarova (2021), and others. 

In our view, one of the most comprehensive definitions of value-semantic orientations     

is proposed by N. Bondarenko (Бондаренко, 2019), who interprets them as deep life-meaning 

orientations of an individual or a community that determine life goals and beliefs and function 

as the main moral driving force in making significant decisions (Бондаренко, 2019, c. 66). 

The system of value-semantic orientations of an individual is not a static construct; 

rather, it is dynamic and subject to change throughout one’s life, particularly during periods   
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of uncertainty and existential crisis. Ukrainian society is currently experiencing such a period 

due to profound socio-cultural transformations driven both by globalisation processes and           

by the full-scale military aggression of the russian federation. 

Under conditions of wartime challenges and the struggle to preserve state sovereignty, 

the European vector of Ukraine’s development acquires particular significance as a strategic 

civilisational choice. European integration is viewed not only as a political and economic 

course but also as a value-based orientation of society grounded in the principles                    

of democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and respect for human dignity. Key milestones     

in this process include Ukraine’s application for EU membership on 28 February 2022,               

the granting of EU candidate status on 23 June 2022, as well as the intensification                         

of partnerships with EU Member States and cooperation within the European space. 

These processes have had a significant impact on the transformation of public 

consciousness, prompting a reassessment of national identity and strengthening the orientation 

towards European values as a normative foundation for social development and Ukraine’s 

integration into the pan-European community. This tendency is confirmed by the results               

of numerous sociological studies conducted both in Ukraine (Всеукраїнське соціологічне 

дослідження «Українське суспільство та європейські цінності, 2017; Акуленко                  

та ін., 2020; Котенський, 2021; Derkach, & Nesprava, 2022; Європейська інтеграція 

України: стан, виклики, перспективи, 2025) and abroad (Buhbe, 2017; Walter et al., 2022). 

According to these studies, the European Union is increasingly perceived in mass 

consciousness not merely as a political or economic union, but as a community embodying 

the ideals of freedom, solidarity, equality, and civic responsibility. This perception contributes 

to a growing interest in European democratic standards, the implementation of best European 

practices across various spheres of social life, the formation of positive attitudes towards          

the principles of the rule of law, and the development of value orientations aimed                        

at integrating Ukraine into the common European socio-cultural space. 

At the same time, a high level of social uncertainty and widespread experiences                     

of existential crisis can be observed, as for a significant part of the population the established 

worldview and basic perceptions of security and life prospects have been disrupted. Wartime 

realities lead to substantial transformations in axiological priorities, altering the social 

significance of particular values (Семиченко, & Артюшина, 2024). In this context, the ideas 

of victory in the war and the affirmation of freedom acquire primary importance                            

as fundamental existential and civic priorities (Стеблюк, 2024, c. 55). 
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These shifts inevitably affect the worldview formation of young people. According       

to Tkachyshyna (Ткачишина, 2022), youth are characterised by a high degree of openness            

to new knowledge, creativity, mobility, and social and political activity, while simultaneously 

lacking sufficient political experience. The study of value-semantic orientations                                

of the younger generation is important not only theoretically but also practically, as it makes           

it possible to determine whether Ukrainian youth act as subjects of state-building processes             

or rather become objects of influence and manipulative technologies (Ткачишина, 2022,       

c. 432). 

A comparative analysis of empirical data obtained by N. Bielska and M. Melnyk                

in 2015 (the “pre-war” sample) and in 2024 (the “wartime” sample) demonstrates                           

a reassessment by young people of the attainability of declared values under conditions                  

of prolonged war and crisis social reality (Бєльська, & Мельник, c. 34). The results              

of empirical studies of student and school youth indicate an increased significance of such 

values as responsibility, patriotism, and social solidarity, a growing orientation towards 

volunteering and civic engagement, as well as a relative decline in the importance                         

of individualistic orientations (material well-being, personal comfort) in favour of collectivist 

and socially significant values (Плахтєєва, 2025, c. 89). Similar findings are presented                 

in the study by S. Stebliuk (Стеблюк, 2024), where respondents unanimously identified 

Ukraine’s victory and the aspiration for freedom as the leading values of social life    

(Стеблюк, 2024, c. 55). Empirical research by O. Klymenko, V. Chepak, and H. Chepurko 

(Klymenko et al., 2023) documents the growth of national consciousness and active civic 

positioning among student youth in the context of Russian aggression, emphasising 

independence and national-cultural revival (Klymenko et al., 2023, p. 408). Freedom              

of speech as a priority value is also highlighted in a survey conducted by D. Bybyk       

(Бибик, c. 51). 

Conclusions. The conducted analysis demonstrates that the transformation of value-

semantic orientations of Ukrainian high school student youth is a complex and dynamic 

process shaped by wartime experiences and the country’s European integration trajectory.            

The strengthening of such values as freedom, responsibility, patriotism, solidarity, and civic 

engagement reflects not only adaptive responses to social crisis but also a conscious 

alignment with European democratic ideals. These shifts indicate the growing potential                 

of student youth to act as subjects of societal transformation and state-building, underscoring 

the importance of purposeful educational and civic initiatives aimed at fostering value-based 
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resilience, democratic consciousness, and sustainable integration of Ukraine into the European 

socio-cultural space. 
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