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The aim of the article is: to confirm that
without Philip history of Greece would have been
quite different.

Theoretical background. If we study the
theoretical background we can highlight the
main sources of the research. For the ancient
Greeks Philip was a barbarian. The Greek authors
of the late classical and early Hellenian time
considered that the military successes of Philip
were not due to his general's skills of the
Macedonian king, because they could not accept
the idea of the superiority of the barbarians, who
had learned to fight in combat formations better
than Greeks. The Roman authors, for example,
Justin (a Roman historian of the 3d century),
emphasized that the Philip's deceit is the main
reason of the king's victory over the Athenian
army in the first year of his reign[1].

As to historical researches many scholars
idealizing Philip, ascribed to him  all the
organizational, strategic and tactical innovations
in warfare of the Macedonians. Tarn,
Momigliano, Pariani and many others were not
able to find out the social nature of the
Macedonian army and the conditions of its
birth [2].

The main material. We should find out the
basic features of Macedonian society of that time.
Herdsmen and farmers were not rich enough for
having weapons and could not pull large forces
into one place: it took 4 - 5 days to get from
remote areas to the main city-Pella. Thus a
special military caste, the aristocrats, who could
buy horses and fighton the horses was organized.
The poor people were only the peltasts, who were
fighting without certain tactical regulations and
were considered the reserve subunits and could
not resist the Greek hoplites [3]. Culturally the
Macedonians were less advanced than their
southern Greek neighbors, they remained rural
people and kept Indo-European feudal and tribal
sociopolitical ~ structure [4]. Only strong
monarchy, established by the king Philip II who
had created the military forces out of these units,
surpassed the neighbors soon. The king raised
financing and besides Greek mercenaries, he
began to create military forces of his own people.
He gave them military training, found the new
specific form of fighting and developed the
tactical art so that it became a new branch of
military art. It weakened the Greek influence [3].

As to the external political situation of that
period in Greece especially in Athens the military
leadership was separated from the political one.
As the result there were the differences between
the strategists and politicians which had negative
influence on the interests of the state. In the
middle of the fourth century Macedonian state
was in a very difficult international situation. The
whole coastline was cut off from the Macedonian
state and there was no way out into the sea. This
situation delayed the economic development of
the country. It was necessary for Macedonia to
destroy the power of the Athenians and to expand
the sphere of influence in Greece. But the
realization of this task was not easy [5].

Philip began with the expansion of nearby
land: he established dominance over the Northern
Macedonian tribes and their chieftains and
thereby created the foundation of Macedonian
power in the North. The participation of all the
Macedonian people in the army strengthened his
influence among the poor. He also wused
diplomacy. Philip concluded the alliance with
Neoptolemos, the king of the Illyrian Molossians,
and married his daughter Olympias in 357 B.C.
The proud, impulsive and independent queen
bore him Alexander (later Alexander the Great)
in 356 B.C. and a daughter, Cleopatra, the next
year [6].

When Philip began the external expansionthe
tremendous changes in the structure of the army
took place. In brief, the Macedonian cavalry gear
and weapons resembled the Greek ones. The
cavalry corps formed of the Macedonian nobility
was called "getair1" of the king. They fought with
a spear using it for throwing and for attacks and a
sword [3].Philip provided his Macedonian
solders in the phalanx with sarissa, a spear which
was 6 meters long and weighed about 18 feet.
The sarissa, when it was held upright in the rear
rows of the phalanx (there were usually eight
rows), helped to hide maneuvers behind the
phalanx from the view of the enemy. When it
was held horizontal in the front rows of the
phalanx, it was a brutal weapon and could fly for
about 20 meters.It is necessary to mention some
reasons which influenced Philip's activity. It was
an interesting fact: about 368-365 BC Philip was
a hostage in Thebes, where he got acquainted
with the system of public life in Ancient Greece,
learned the basics of military strategy and saw
the great achievements of the Hellenic culture. In
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