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PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY TRAINING AS A MEANS OF FUTURE
PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The paper aims to check the efficiency of the developed training aimed at the formation of professional identity of
university students majoring in primary education. The professional identity formation is a complex process, which is
why the purpose of the research is to examine the dynamics of the development of professional identity. The study involved
162 students majoring in Primary Education of Melitopol Bohdan Khmelnytskyi State Pedagogical University. The re-
spondents were randomly selected in total 60 surveyed and were divided into control and experimental groups 30 persons
each. The main research tool to examine professional identity of the respondents was Professional Identity Status Scale
developed by A. Azbel and A. Hretsova. This technique helps to identify the “level” (uncertain, imposed, moratorium or
mature professional identity) of professional self-determination. According to the initial assessment, almost half of future
primary school teachers have mature professional identity but almost the same number of the students are characterized
by the “moratorium"professional identity. A significant number of students have an imposed and uncertain professional
identity. This fact proves the necessity of psychological support for the formation of the professional identity of future
primary school teachers.The introduction of the training program resulted in an increase of the levels of key factors in
the development of the professional identity of future primary school teachers.

Keywords: professional identity, training, professional self-realization, interactive methods, competence, pedagog-

ical innovations.

Introduction

Under conditions of reforming education of Ukraine,
the requirements for the personality. of a modern teacher
are significantly increased. This is evidenced by the fol-
lowing regulatory documents: The National Strategy for
the Development of Education in Ukraine for 2012-2021,
National Strategy for Human Rights, the Concept of the
New Ukrainian School (2017), the Provision on the Gen-
eral Education Institution dated 27, August, 2010 and the
Law of Ukraine “On Education” (2017), in which the Min-
ister of Education and Science of Ukraine L. Hrynevych
puts special requirements for teachers (Hrynevych, 2017).

These changes require, at the stage of professional
training, to shape the personality of future teachers, de-
velop their professional qualities, creative potential and
professional self-realization, especially considering the
fact of Ukraine’s integration to European educational
space, where high requirements are put on the educational
staff of all fields.

That is why the development of teacher’s professional
identity, which is closely connected with the issues of pro-
fessional self-determination and personal development, is
especially valuable in the personality structure. For a future
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teacher, the formation of professional identity is an ex-
tremely important factor in his or her successful career,
professional growth and development.

The development of New Ukrainian school teacher’s
personality requires the development of certain psycholog-
ical and pedagogical technologies, mechanisms, methods,
techniques, measures that take into account the require-
ments of higher education to train specialists in this field.

The review of foreign and domestic studies by T. Be-
rezina (Berezyna, 2008), N. Maksymchuk
(Maksymchuk,1998), L. Schneider (Shnejder, 2004) shows
that nowadays one applies various training programs in the
process of university students training (professional com-
munication training, trainings aimed at the development of
expression, creativity, reflection, sensitivity, empathy, so-
cial perception, communication skills, professional psy-
chological and pedagogical training). However, despite the
variety of theoretical developments and practical achieve-
ments in the field of using active teaching methods, the is-
sue of analyzing their influence on the formation of the fu-
ture teachers’ professional identity, which is not suffi-
ciently highlighted in modern psychology and pedagogical
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science, is still considered to be relevant due to reforms and
changes in all spheres of life.

Aim and Tasks

The paper aims to check the efficiency of the devel-
oped training aimed at the formation of professional iden-
tity of university students majoring in primary education.

According to the research objective, the following
tasks are distinguished:

1) to review scientific literature on the issue of future
teachers’ professional identity formation.

2) to substantiate the training program of formation of
the professional identity of future teachers in the educa-
tional process.

3) to assess the maturity of the respondents’ profes-
sional identity before and after implementing the designed
training,

Research Methods

The basis of teacher’s professional development is
his/her professional identity, which is a result of the indi-
vidual’s awareness of one’s own identity with a profession
and community, knowledge of the limits of one’s own pro-
fessional competence and confidence in its efficiency, as
well as considering oneself to be an expert (Berezyna,
2008).

The period of studying at a university is a very im-
portant stage in the process of the formation of future
teachers’ professional identity, as an expert-to-be acquires
the necessary knowledge, skills and abilities, gets ac-
quainted with colleagues and gains their experience, en-
riching his/her ideas about the chosen specialty (Berezyna,
2008; Zhyrun, 20009; Maksymchuk, 1998; Orlov, 2005;
Shnejder, 2004).

Sample

The study involved 162 students majoring in Primary
Education of Melitopol Bohdan Khmelnytskyi State Peda-
gogical University. The respondents were randomly se-
lected in total 60 surveyed and were divided into control
and experimental groups 30 persons each.

The main research tool to examine professional iden-
tity of the respondents was Professional Identity Status
Scale developed by A. Azbel and A. Hretsova. This tech-
nique helps to identify at which “step” (uncertain, imposed,
moratorium or formed professional identity) students are in
the process of their professional self-determination
(Raihorodskyi, 2000).

The essence of the designed training

A number of authors emphasize that the development
of students’ professional identity can be carried out during
the educational process when applying psychosocial train-
ings (Berezyna, 2008; Zhyrun, 2009; Orlov, 2005;
Shnejder, 2004). With this in mind, we have designed a
training focused on the development of future primary
school teachers’ professional identity.

Its tasks are as follows: to form a holistic system of
knowledge about the peculiarities of the professional iden-
tity, to develop students’ self-concept, sociability, motiva-
tion for achievements, teaching and communicative skills,
and professional motivation and focus. Taking into account

the specifics of training as a form of education organiza-
tion, we included in each class the following structural
components: the formation of the team’s working capacity:
exchange of experience regarding homework performance;
the content stage (professional identity formation); sum-
ming up the sessions; homework. The basis of the training
program was the principles and exercises proposed in the
works of the suitable direction of domestic and foreign psy-
chologists-researchers and practitioners.

In the training, the following methods and techniques
of active psychosocial work were used: group discussions,
role-playing games, analysis of pedagogical situations, ex-
ercises on self-knowledge and self-evaluation, warm-up
activities.

The training program consists of two parts and in-
cludes diagnostic and practical units.

At the diagnostic stage, we examined the respondents’
professional identity.

The practical part of the training included 12 lessons
for 3-3.5 hours each. The content unit of the practical part
involved lessons aimed at improving those structural com-
ponents and factors of the development of professional
identity, which can be changed in a relatively short period
of time.

To this end, the training program included tasks for
correction and development of self-esteem, the develop-
ment of self-concept, positive self-attitude, development of
empathy, trust, professional motivation, priority values,
volitional self-regulation, reflection, self-control, teaching
and communicative skills.

For the development of the structural component of
the “self-concept” personal maturity we applied a set of ex-
ercises for the development of self-esteem and positive
self-attitude.

With special interest, the exercise “Paradoxes”
(Schneider, 2004) was perceived by the students. It is
aimed at formation of a positive attitude towards oneself,
revealing philosophical humor in relation to oneself. The
participants of the training recorded their negative traits
(about 5-7) and called the positive side of each of the
named negative trait, and then they were told to the partic-
ipants. As a result, the students tries to answer the question
“How are my disadvantages can be valuable for other peo-
ple?”

We would also like to emphasize the students’ interest
in the exercise aimed at correcting self-esteem and recon-
ciling the “self-image” which is called “Self-Image Projec-
tion” (Schneider, 2004). In this exercise, students anony-
mously composed two short personal descriptions. One of
the descriptions was the most truthful description of how
the participant sees oneself, that is, “self-image”. The sec-
ond description reflects the way he/she is perceived by
other people (classmates) in his/her opinion. The first self-
reports were collected in a box. Then each record was read
aloud, and the group members tried to guess the author.
After that the author called himself/herself and read his/her
second description, and also listened to the opinion of other
members of the group.

Science and Education, 201 8, Issue 4
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To develop psychological bonds (closeness) with
other people as a structural component of personal ma-
turity, we worked on the formation of empathy and trust in
the students.

Among the exercises proposed by us to the students
for the development of empathy, special interest was
caused by “Focus on the neighbor” (Schneider, 2004).
Each participant had to focus on his/her neighbor (class-
mate) to the right keeping in mind all his/her actions, words
and emotions during the lesson, as well as his/her own feel-
ings and attitudes to this person. Then one had to consider
which of the descriptions of nature, weather, seasons cor-
responded to the notions of this person. Then all in tun
presented their descriptions to one another. The descrip-
tions given by the students were very different but in the
process of discussion everyone noted their accuracy and
precision.

The training also involved such exercises as “Empa-
thy” to form the participants’ empathic abilities (Schneider,
2004). By performing this exercise, all participants in the
circle listen to one of the members who says an emotionally
colored phrase. Then each student alternately calls a feel-
ing or a few feelings that, in their opinion, is experienced
by a speaker. The group discusses the results.

Another important phenomenon that determines the
ability for psychological bonds (closeness) with other peo-
ple as a structural component of the personal maturity of
future teachers, is trust. In this respect, we included the fol-
lowing exercises into the training: The Falling (Bolshakov,
1994), The Leader and the Blind, The Dilemma of the Pris-
oner, Establishing Trust (Schneider, 2004).

The participants of the training concluded that the
problem of trust in relationships with other people is ex-
tremely relevant for any teacher, especially in work with
children, as well as with parents and colleagues.

So, for the development of the students’ motivation
for professional development, a discussion was held on the
topic “I study because ...”. In this discussion, all the partic-
ipants were divided into two groups. The task of one group
was to argue the advantages of internal motives of profes-
sional training and persuade opponents, the task of the sec-
ond group - to try to justify the advantages of external mo-
tives.

The “Motives of Life” exercise (Zhyrun, 2009) helped
the students to understand the motives of their own lives.
They were asked to write one or two motives for their fu-
ture and present life. After that, they were suggested to an-
swer the question “What opportunities do these motives
give?”, “How important are they for you?”, “What can be
achieved with such motives?”.

Besides, the training also covered the development of
value orientations as an indicator of the motivational-value
component of the professional identity of future teachers.

In order to find out the ideas about the basic, in their
opinion, values of the teacher, the participants were offered
to complete the sentence “The main values for the teacher
should be as follows: ...” (Maksymchuk, 1998).

[Medazozika — Education

In order increase the level of awareness of the ex-
pressed information, techniques of active listening were
used in the form of verbatim or almost verbatim repetition
of the phrase by the student sitting to the left from its au-
thor.

Then the students analyzed the relationship of their
values with the values of the teacher.

The participants also appreciated the exercises for the
development of volitional self-regulation, for instance, the
“Emotional Current” exercise (Schneider, 2004) allowed
them to learn how to manage their own emotions and de-
velop self-control.

Lively discussion was held on the subject: “My Voli-
tional Qualities” (Zhyrun, 2009), which helped the partici-
pants to examine the level of their volitional qualities, as
well as to identify their weak and strong features.

We singled out exercises on the formation of teaching
and communicative skills in solving professional situations
into a separate unit. They affect the development of cogni-
tive and practical components of professional identity, as
well as the development of professional focus of future
teachers.

In order to examine pedagogical skills, ability to pen-
etrate into the inner world of the student, the ability to react
quickly in problem situations the participants were asked
to address specific teaching situations. Here are some ex-
amples: “A 10th grade female student completely ignores
one of the subjects at school. She is intelligent, capable,
independent, attends lessons but does absolutely nothing at
classes, just reads books and magazines. Besides, she
demonstrates disrespect for a teacher and frankly tells
him/her about it”.

The participants of the training were offered to predict
further actions of the teacher, the student and her parents in
these situations. After the descriptions presented by the stu-
dents, their discussion, assessment of the correctness of
various actions took place.

Performing the next exercise, “Professional Abilities”
(Schneider, 2004) the students had to write down profes-
sional qualities by degree of their expressiveness in an
ideal teacher and themselves (to identify the structure of
self-ideal, self-real and their comparison). After that, each
student (optionally) named 5 most mature professional
abilities in oneself and 5 least mature professional quali-
ties. Then there was a discussion: what of the listed profes-
sional qualities a teacher needs and how to develop them,
which are the least developed. In conclusion, each student
could make any other participant a “gift” - to give the pro-
fessionally important quality, which, in his/her opinion,
was least mature in the classmate.

The final lesson was aimed at summing up the training
results. The students spoke about their own participation in
the training, how their goals were realized, what they un-
derstood during the work of the training group, what they
learned. For this purpose, “Packing a Suitcase™ exercise
(Bytianova, 1995), “Letter from the Past” (Shtepa, 2005),
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“Gifts” (Schneider, 2004), etc. were used. Besides, the stu-
dents wrote self-reports about their participation in the
training, and the gained experience.

lMedazozika — Education

Research Results

According to the initial results using Professional
Identity Status Scale, 44.4% of the respondents have ma-
ture professional identity. These students have already
passed the crisis and formed a certain system of basic
goals, values. The results of the study are presented in Ta-
ble 1.

Table 1.

Respondents’ Professional Identity Status (in%)

Mature professional identity 44.4
Imposed professional identity 3.7

Moratorium 42.6
Uncertain professional identity 9.3

42.6% of the students have the professional identity in
a state of “moratorium” which is due to the fact that they
have been experiencing crisis of professional identity, ac-
tively trying to overcome it, in various ways. They are busy
with the search for information useful for resolving it.

Accordingly, the status of imposed professional iden-
tity is peculiar for 3.7% of the respondents. In this case, the
occupational choice was made by others (parents, acquaint-
ances and friends). i

Uncertain professional identity is peculiar for 9.3% of
the students, who are characterized by a lack of profes-
sional and personal orientation. Individuals with such a sta-
tus of professional identity tend to “go with the flow”.

The results are indicative of the inadequate maturity
and unbalance of the professional identity development of
the future primary school teachers. As professional identity
ensures effective professional development and self-fulfill-
ment of a specialist, the necessity to implement appropriate
measures for its development was obvious, which gave us
reasons to design the above described training. It was im-
plemented into the curriculum of the experimental group,
while the educational process in the control one remained
without any changes.

After having conducted the training, we reassessed the
professional identity status of the respondents using the
same tool in both groups (see Table 2).

Table 2.
Results of the Reassessment of the Respondents’ Professional Identity Status
Experimental group Control group
Profes- Before experi- | After experi- , Before experi- | After experi- :
sional o ment Difference . pic Difference
Hdanfify quan quan quan quan quan quan
a 0 i 0 g 0 a o T 0 0
Shetue tity % iy | % ity | 7 | ity e ity | | ty | 7
Mamte 10 | 333 | 16 | 533 6 20 | 11 | 366 13 (433 2 6.7
Moratorium 17 56.7 14 46.7 3 -10 12 40 10 333 -2 -6.7
Uncertain 1 33 0 0 -1 -3.3 2 6.7 4 133 2 6.6
Ipased 2 6.7 0 0 2 |67 5 | 167 3 10| 2 | 67

Among the experimental group respondents, 53.3%
have mature professional identity after the training,
whereas at the beginning of the experiment their number
was 33.3%; 46.7% - with the state of the moratorium of
professional identity, while, before the experiment, their
number was 56.7%. That is, after the implementation of the
training into the educational process, the number of the stu-
dents with this status of professional identity decreased,
and there were no more students with uncertain and im-
posed professional identity (before the training, there were
3.3% and 6.7% of the respondents with this kinds of status,
respectively).
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As one can see, at the end of the experiment, a number
of the students with mature professional identity increased
due to the decrease of the number of those with a morato-
rium status, indefinite and imposed professional identity
(by 20%).

Among the control group respondents, there were
slight changes in the status of professional identity, too. In
particular, the number of students with moratorium status
and imposed professional identity slightly decreased (by
6.7% each group) and the number of the students with ma-
ture and uncertain professional identity slightly increased
(by 6.7% and 6.6%, respectively).
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In order to examine the significance of the changes
that occurred in the experimental and control groups, we
used Wilcoxon signed-rank test.

It should be noted that the differences in the indicators
of the status of professional identity of future teachers of
the experimental group before and after the experiment are
statistically significant (t = 13.50) at a high level of statis-
tical significance p = 0.05. The control group also had pos-
itive changes in the indicators of the status of professional
identity (t=5.50, at p = 0.05), but these changes are not so
pronounced as in the experimental group.

Conclusions

Summarizing the results of our research, it has been
found that the professional identity of future primary
school teachers is a complex integration phenomenon,
which combines the idea of one’s place in a professional
group and, accordingly, in the society, and the attitude to
one’s own profession.

At the moment of studying at a university, almost half
of future primary school teachers have mature professional
identity but almost the same number of the students are
characterized by professional identity “moratorium”. A
significant number of students have an imposed and uncer-
tain professional identity. This fact proves the necessity of
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TPEHIHT PO3BUTKY IMPO®ECIHHOI ITEHTUIHOCTI SIK 3ACIB
IMPO®ECIHOTO CTAHOBJIEHHSI MAMBY THIX YUMTEJIB IIOYATKOBUX KJIACIB

Merta CTarTi — MPeICTABUTH TPEHIHT 3 PO3BATKY MpodeciiiHol ineHTHOCTI Maiiby THIX YUHTEJIIB MOYaTKOBHX KI1ACIB Ta BY-
SBUTH AMHAMIKY PO3BUTKY TpodeciiiHoi ineHTHIHOCTI Mic/s oro 3anpoBauKeHHs y HABYATbHIH TPOLIEC. Jls1 peanizauii MeTH
BUKOPHCTAHO KOMIUTEKC CyYacHUX 3araJlbHOHAYKOBHX METOMIIB: TEOPETHUHi METOIM — AHAII3, CHHTE3, Y3araylbHeHHs, 3iCTaBJIeHH
JliTepaTypHIX [Keper, 3aKOHO/IABYOI i HOPMATHBHO-IPABOBOI Gasu 3 MpoGiem MpodeciitHo ineHTHYHOCTI; eMITIpUYHI METOIH —
criocTeperxeHHs, Geciii, aHKeTyBaHHsA, CTAHAAPTU30BaHI OMUTYBAILHUKMA Ta [CHUXOAIarHOCTHYHI METOAUKA BUBYEHHs
0COBHCTOCT], aHaIi3 Pe3y IbTaTiB HABYATbHOT AisIBHOCTI, IOKYMEHTALLii, ICHX0JIOro-Tearoriv 1 eKCriepuMeHT (xoHC-
TaTyBaNbHMIA Ta GOPMYBaTBHHUIL €TAIN), METOIH aKTHBHOTO COUiabHO-TICHXOIO4HOTO HaBYaHHs (coliaibHO-NICHX0-
JIOTIYHHUI TPEHIHT, HABYALHO-PONBOBI irpH TOWIO), METO/M CTATHCTHYHOI OOPOOKH NaHUX. MMpodeciiita ineHTHUHICTD
MaiiGyTHIX BUMTENiB I0YATKOBHMX KIACIB — CK/IAaHKI iHTerpawiiiHuil peHOMEH, Lo MOEHYE YABIEHH MOANHN PO CBOE
micie y npodeciiiniii rpyni Ta BiAMOBIAHO y CYCHNLCTBI i CTABIEHH: 0 CBOET npoQeciitHoi IPUHANEKHOCTI. 3a pe3yJib-
TaTaMK DOCTIDKEHHs, Maiike TI0J0BHHA MaiibyTHIX yuuTesiB MOYATKOBUX K/aciB MalOTh cTaTyc chopmoBaHoi npode-
CiiiHOT iTeHTHYHOCTI, OiHaK Maiike Taka X KiTbKicTb MailGyTHIX Mearoris XapakTepu3yeThCs HasBHICTIO Y HUX CTaHy
MopaTopito npodeciiinoi inenTHaHOCTI. 3HAUHA KiNBKICTh CTYIEHTIB Mae HaB’A3aHy Ta HEBU3HAYEHY npodeciiiHy ineH-
TruHicTs. Lleit pakT cBiTIMTH MPO HEOOXIIHICTH MCHXOJOTIYHOTO CYNPOBOLY CTAHOB/IEHHS npodeciitHol iNeHTHYHOCTI
CTyZeHTiB-MaliGy THiX BUMTENIB MOYATKOBKX Ki1aciB. EdexkTuBHUM 3aC000M PO3BUTKY npodeciiinol ineHTUYHOCTI Maii-
GyTHIX y4uTENiB € COLIaIbHO-IICUXONIONIYHMH TPEHIHT, KUl NO3BONISE YAOCKOHATUTH Ti CTPYKTYpHI KOMIIOHEHTH Ta
MeXaHi3MH PO3BHTKY TIPO(DECifiHOT iIeHTHIHOCTI, 10 06’ €KTHBHO Mi/IAlOThCs (POPMYBAHHIO 32 BiJIHOCHO KOPOTKHIA 9ac
Ta € mpodeciitHo 3HAUYMUMK A7 0coGucToCTi MaibyTHIX yuuTenis. « TpeHIHT PO3BHUTKY npodeciifHoi iIeHTHIHOCTI
MaiiGyTHIX YIUTEIB MOYATKOBMX KJIACiB» CIIPSAMOBAHHIT Ha )OpPMyBaHHS LUTICHOI CHCTEeMH 3HAHb NPO 0c06MBOCTI NIpO-
deciitnoi i1eHTHYHOCTI, PO3BUTKY SI-KOHLEmT, [CUXOJOTiuHOT GJIM3bKOCTI 3 iHIIMMM JIFOALMH, MOTHBALlIT 1OCATHEHHS,
a TaKOK PO3BUTOK MEIarOTiYHMX, KOMYHIKaTHBHHX 3/1i0HOCTeil Ta (popMyBaHHS npodeciiiHo-MearoriYHoi CpsMOBaHO-
cTi. 3iCTaBIeHHS Pe3yIbTATIB 0CIIDKEHHs Ha [0YaTKy # HANPHKIHLL JOCITiTHO-eKCTIePUMEHTaILHOT poGotu [1aso 3mory 3adikcy-
BATH KiNTbKiCHi Ta SIKICH 3MiHM 110710 ¢()OPMOBAHOCTI y MaiiGyTHIX BYHTEIIIB MOYATKOBHX KI1aCiB MpodeciiHoi imerriuHOCTI. OTXKCE,
Pe3y IbTaTOM yNpPOBAKEHHs TPEHIHIOBOT IPOTPaMM CTANO Mi/IBULLEHHS PIBHIB OCHOBHHX YUHHUKIB PO3BUTKY Mpode-
CiifHOT iZeHTHYHOCTI Mait6yTHIX BUMTENIB [IOYATKOBHX KIIACIB.

Kuouosi cniosa: npodeciitia ineHTHHICTb, TpeHiHr, npodeciifia camopeantizaulis, iHTepaKTHBHI METOIH, KOMIIETEHTHICTb, I1e-
JaroriyHi iHHOBALLL.
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