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Abstract. The article considers approaches to the definition of the term 
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The modern literature distinguishes several levels of environmental policy: 

international, state (national), regional and local. Since environmental policy is implemented by 
actors at different levels and, accordingly, has its own specifics, approaches to the definition 
of environmental policy differ. 

In the explanatory dictionary of ecology by M.M. Musienko, environmental policy is 
defined as «a system of measures related to the impact of society on nature» [1, p. 117]. 

The dictionary of O.G. Lanovenko and O.O. Ostapishina defines environmental policy 
as «a statement of an organisation about its intentions and principles related to its overall 
environmental performance, which serves as a basis for action and setting target and planned 
environmental indicators» and distinguishes three levels of environmental policy - global, 
regional, and state [2, p. 77-78]. 

Levandovskyi and others define environmental policy as «a system of concepts of 
principles, approaches, measures that determines the impact of society on the environment, 
tactics and strategy of environmentally balanced development» [3, p. 21]. 

According to Stephanie Safdie, «environmental policy is the action of a government or 
other influential entity, public or private, that implements measures aimed at reducing the 
impact on the environment caused by human activity» [4].  

Ellen van Bueren’s Encyclopedia Britannica defines environmental policy as «any action 
taken by a government, corporation, or other public or private organisation to address the 
impact of human activity on the environment, in particular those measures aimed at preventing 
or reducing the harmful effects of human activity on ecosystems» [5]. 

According to Olena Yatsenyo, environmental policy is the activity of society and the 
state aimed at: protecting and improving the state of the environment; effective combination 
of the functions of natural resources management and environmental protection; ensuring the 
environmental safety of citizens; introduction of non-waste, low-waste and environmentally 
friendly technologies; development of environmental education and awareness [6]. 

In 1992, during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 
Rio de Janeiro, the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development was signed, which 
formulated the fundamental principles of sustainable development and environmental 
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protection. Significant damage to the environment can pose a threat to public health, the 
economy and even the basic functions of the state. 

In the current socio-economic environment, much attention is paid to the problem of 
formulating and implementing environmental policy at the level of individual business entities, 
especially industrial enterprises, which make the main contribution to environmental pollution. 
In this case, we should speak of environmental policy as a set of intentions and principles 
regarding environmental performance, which is not only officially proclaimed but also creates 
the basis for further development of environmental goals and objectives. 

Environmental policy is an important part of any state’s policy. The elements of 
environmental policy are its principles, priorities, goals, actors, and implementation 
mechanisms. State environmental policy is based on certain political and socio-economic 
principles. Political principles in a state governed by the rule of law include the principles of 
democracy, transparency, voluntariness, activity and negotiation. Socio-economic principles: 
matching economic development and environmental capabilities, using the achievements of 
scientific and technological progress to solve environmental problems, regulating consumption, 
planning natural population growth. 

The implementation of environmental policy principles is carried out using certain 
methods (mechanisms). There are different approaches to defining environmental policy 
methods. They can be divided into economic and non-economic (administrative) methods. 
Economic methods act as internal incentives for natural resource users, encouraging them to 
search for and implement environmentally friendly, resource-saving technologies. 
Administrative methods, which include legal and regulatory frameworks, a system of fines, 
environmental payments, and others, are external incentives for compliance with 
environmental requirements. In social ecology, there are technical and technological, economic, 
legislative and legal, political, and educational methods. Technical and technological methods 
mean the use of technical and technological solutions and means of environmental protection 
and development. Examples include the construction of gas and dust collection and treatment 
facilities at enterprises, the introduction of non-waste production, closed cycles, reconstruction 
and other ways to reduce the man-made impact on the environment. Legislative and legal 
mechanisms generally regulate the relations between the state, natural resource users of 
different levels and the environment. Political methods are manifested in the activities of such 
environmental policy actors as socio-political organisations and political parties [7].  

According to O.S. Zarzhytskyi, «it is extremely important that the adoption and 
implementation of the state environmental policy is carried out in compliance with 
environmental, social, humanitarian, and environmental and legal principles of preservation, 
reproduction and improvement of the environment, safe and favourable for the health and life 
of Ukrainian citizens» [8, p. 8]. 

Environmental policy at the state level is formed by the Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources of Ukraine [6]. Its implementation is carried out at the international (global), 
state (national), regional (oblast) and local (city, village) levels. 

In our country, environmental policy is defined by the Law of Ukraine «On the Basic 
Principles (Strategy) of the State Environmental Policy of Ukraine and the Period up to 2030» 
(the Law) of 28 February 2019. According to this Law, the goal of the state environmental policy 
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in Ukraine is to achieve a favourable state of the environment by introducing an ecosystem 
approach to all spheres of the country's socio-economic development, ensuring the 
constitutional right of every citizen of Ukraine to a safe environment for life and health, 
balanced use of natural resources, conservation and restoration of natural ecosystems [9]. 

The strategic goals of environmental policy in Ukraine are: 
1) formation of environmental awareness, values and education among the 

population; 
2) sustainable development and rational use of natural resources;  
3) implementation of environmental requirements and standards in all areas of 

activity; 
4) reducing environmental risks to ecological systems and public health;  
5) development of the state legal system for the protection of environmental 

components [6]. 
In our country, the state environmental policy is formed by the Ministry of Environment 

and Natural Resources of Ukraine. 
The process of formulating and implementing environmental policy involves the 

environmental users themselves, or the subjects of environmental policy. Environmental policy 
actors include: the state, economic and business entities, political parties, research institutions, 
public organisations and individuals. Recently, it has also been practiced to distinguish three 
sectors in social and environmental relations: the state, business, and the public. The degree of 
involvement of each of these actors varies depending on the political and economic attitudes 
of the society.  

Regional environmental policy is a system of tasks and measures implemented by 
public authorities and local self-government bodies aimed at preserving the environment and 
ensuring environmentally safe living conditions for the population, using methods that take 
into account the specific characteristics of the territories [10]. 

According to O. Babych, «the implementation of regional environmental policy should 
meet the objectives of finding areas of extra-budgetary financing and using various sources of 
accumulation of public financial resources, in particular, sources of environmental funds, 
formation of the revenue side of local budgets through the issue of domestic government 
bonds, attraction of foreign investments, etc.» [11, p. 25]. 

In this regard, the formation of regional environmental policy is extremely important in 
modern conditions. Regional environmental policy is formed under the influence of the 
following factors: pollution accumulated over the previous period, the scale of which varies in 
different regions; priorities of the state environmental policy; state of the economy in the 
region; state of public health. In Ukraine, regional environmental policy is implemented by 
public authorities and local self-government bodies with the aim of preserving the environment 
and ensuring environmentally safe living conditions for the population using methods that take 
into account the specific characteristics of the territories. 
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