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ANALYSIS OF TRANSFORMATION OF POLITICAL ELITES IN THE POST-
SOVIET SOCIETY (1991-2000)

The research aim is analyzes the process of changing elites. According to the
research of historians and political scientists, several models are distinguished, with
the help of which one can reveal the essence of the transformation of elite groups.

The research methodology should be based on transformation models of
elites. The first model 15 the change mn flows where the transformation 1s presented as
a sequential change of several waves of the ruling elite. The second model is political
capitalism, the most common transformation model. The third model 15 a rebellion of
the economic elite or the awakening of regional elites. The fourth model - the role of
counter-glite, reflects the public and social aspects of the polincal process.

The scientific novelty is that the stages of the transformation of pohitical elites,
the reconversion of the Soviet party nomenclature into the political system of Ukraine
are considered. The analysis of generations and ages of the polincal elie of
independent Ukraine 15 given.

The article analyzes the articles of the Constitution of Ukraine, the rules of law
governing the activities of the political elite. An analysis is made of the formation of
government bodies afier the proclamation of independence of Ukraine, the
transformation of the Soviet political elite during the transition period.

Conclusions. Analysis of the events of 1989 — 2000 allows to draw conclusions
about the formation of the political elite in Ukraine. We note the high degree of
contmuity of the domestic elite, especially 1ts burcaucratic component.
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Mera pocaigmenns — anams npouecy IMiHE emT. 33 JOCTIMEHHAMH
ICTOPHKIE, NOMTONONE BHALMKOTECHE ICKUIBKA MOICHCH, 33 J0M0MOI0K HKHX MOMKHA
POIKPUTH CYTHICTE TpaHchopMalii eTHHX [Py,

Meroaoaoria Jochivxenan — reopin tpaschopymanii Mogenci noaTHIHIX
enir. [lepwa moxene — 3MIHH NOTOKIB ¢ TpaHcopMmanin OpeacTaBRICHA HK
NOCI0BHA 3MIHA JEKUILKOX XBHIE npasinsuol emtd. Jpyra mMogess — nomtHaHoro
KaniTanissmy, HalOUIsW nownpesa Motenk tpanchopmauii. Tpers Mogens — OyHTY
EKOHOMIYHOT eniTH ad npodyimeHHs perioHansHux ent. Yersepra mogens — poui
KOHTpeT BinobGpaxae nyOniuHI | COLIATEHI MOMCHTH NOMITHYHOTO NpoLecy.

Hayrkoea HoBHIHA. Po3rnaaaiTecs cralll TpaHcdiopMalil MoniTHYHHX ST,
PEKOHBEPCIS PASAHCEKOD NAPTIHHOT HOMEHKNATYPH B NOMTHYHY CHCTeMY Y Kpainn.
Haetecs nokomMHHAR T4 BIKOBHI GHAMI DOMTHYHOL elITH HesalewHol YipaiHu.
Jatiicuerses anams crareil Koncrurvull Yepaian, sopM npasa, sxi § perviiosanu
NIANBHICTE nomiteasol enite, Poburscs anams GopMyBAHHA OPraHiE BAAAH [ICIH
OPOTOAOIMICHHS HE3AnewnocTl Yrpainn, TpaHodopMalil pajdHChKOl OOIITHYHOT
EMITH B NEpeXiAHMI nepioj.

Bucnoskn. Anams nomit 1989 — 2000 pp. aae amory 3podUTH BHCHOBKH
woao GopMYBAHHA moAITHYHOTD enith B Yrpaini, BiuzHavuaemo BHCOKHH CTYIHL
CHATKOBOCT] BITIHIHAHOT CAITH, 0CODIHBO 1T DHOPOKPATHYHY CKIA0BY.

Kmwuwosi caoBa: 0ommudHa  eura,  TpaHcdopMaiiin,  pPeKOHBEPCIA,
HOMEHKIATYPA, KOHCTHI YIS, NepexiiHl cYCnUIbCTRA.

Problem statement. Political parties and their leaders begin to work actively
on the eve of presidential or parliamentary elections. There is a large number of them,
and 1t 15 simply impossible for a simple ordinary citizen to understand their program
documents and analyze them. Political parties cause mistrust among citizens dunng
difficult tmes for Ukramne. Ordinary citizens are waiting for a new, young political
elite, capable of building a country in the modern and fast-moving conditions of the
state. The analysis of the stages of the formation of the Ukrainian political elite, its
influence on the processes of the formation of an independent state from the moment
of 1its independence, remains an urgent topic. Especially on the eve of the presidential
elections 1n Ukraine in 2019, the problem of the transformation of ehites 18 important.

59




Maulca | studia @ N2 6195} , 2018

The article analyzes political science and historical research on the problems of
political elite change and transformation in the post-Soviet peniod. The transformation
of elites 15 a process of cardinal changes that concern the structure of elites and 115
interactions, the value-normative and msttutional framework for the functioming of
elites (Nikulin 2005, p. 92).

The political elite in the penod of social transformation 1s undoubtedly one of
the main actors in the political arena. When revolutionary changes take place in the
socicty, the pohincal ehte has great hopes for the formation of effective power
structures, stabilization of the suuation. This hope was also laid during the
proclamation of Ukraine's independence in 1991,

The process of forming a political elite 18 a top prionty for the state, especially
for post-communist states. It 1s long, even under favorable conditions, for many
decades. In the post-Soviet countries, the transformation process 18 extremely complex.
Many of them either did not have a state tradition, or it was interrupted for centuries.
Therefore, the process of radical socio-political transformations comncided in time with
the process of building the state. And this means that the process of becoming a national
ehite takes place in an extremely complex, non-traditional situation.

The transformation of the elite ncludes not only the coming to power of
counter-elites, but also massive transformations within the ruling elite uself. In
particular, the domination of a new grouping within the ruling elite or even the coming
to power of the upper stratum of another social group. The transformation of the elite
15 associated with abrupt changes in 115 ideology and political course, changes in the
methods of recruiting elites; sometimes admission to the elite of representatives of the
counter-elite is taking place (Madzi, 2008, p. 171).

The analysis of sources recent researches. Since the beginning of the 1990s,
the elite have been divided into «old» and «news. Two scientific approaches are
separated in explaining the transition from the «wold» to the «ngw» elite. The first one
assumes a correlation in the newly elites between the political (party) and economic
(managerial ) components, which are not formally connected with the previous political
system. The second one provides for either a wrevolutionary» complete change of elite,
or self-preservation and the replacement of «scenerys around the elite. There 1s the
coming to power of the counter-elite.
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Another basis for systematization of concepts describing a social transition may
be the ratio of the role of the political (party) and management (economic) component
of the Soviet ehte (nomenclature) n 1ts further transformation into the political elite
(Rotar, 2006, p. 61). The transformation process 15 nol complete and significant
changes have been taking place in the elite groups to date.

In our opimion, the second concept more optimally gives a picture of the
transformation of the polincal elites of Ukraine in the context of the transion from
totalitarianism to democracy. One of the main ways of transition of the old political
clite into a new political regime in Ukraing was the "honzontal” transition into the
ranks of the new political elite through the entry into new power institutions. This was
made possible by the proclamation of independence by the communist elite and the
apostponement» of the elections. Representatives of the nomenclature quickly
incorporated the national-onented ideology inte a new own image. In addinon, the
formation of 1ts own state raised them from the rank of second persons in the USSR to
the first n an independent Ukraine (for example, L. Kravchuk, E. Marchuk,
I. Plyushch). The first independent elections in Ukraine took place in 1994, while in
most Central and Eastern European countries free elections to parliament took place
immediately after the country became independent ( Krughkova, 1999), The delay in
the elections created conditions where the majority of the population practically could
not distinguish between people, now became known as Democrats.,

To characterize the essence of elites in transition societies, researchers use the
term «iransformation of elites», «change of elitesy», wreplacement of elitess. L. Mada
in the article «Political elite in transitional societies» states that «replacement of the
elitew means the elimination of the previous elite and the coming to power of
counterelites, which, in s opimon, 18 the consequence of revolutionary
transformations [Madzi, 2008, p. 230-235]. In Ukraine, there was no 100% elimination
of the old elite, and a replacement for a new one. The reason for this is the impossibility
of completely replacing the professional old statf with public office.

The publication’s purpose.

In the studies of L. Madzi (2008; 2008a), N. Rotar (2006) examines the analysis
of the process of changing elites according to the scheme of 1. Kukolev (1997 1997a).
He highlights several models by which one can reveal the essence of the transformation
of elite groups.
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The first model is the change of flows where the transformation 1s represented
as the successive change of several waves of the ruling elite. At each stage of the
transformation, the previous wave of the ruling elite puts forward the leadership of the
ruling elite, and in turn becomes a gravedigger for those who put it forward.

The second model — political capitalism, the most common model of
transformation. The content of transformation consists in converting political capital
into economic capital. The political nomenclature used political power and first
mastered the mechanism of privatization of state property, There is a growing power
of political and economic.

The third model is the revolt of the economic elite or the revival of regional
elites. The nomenclature consisted of two parts - party workers and business
executives. Each of them had the power and disposed of certain resources. The
businessmen were in a less privileged position than the party’s top. As a result of
transformation, there 1s a process of commissioning a certain part of the party elite to
the economie, on the basis of this formed modern elite groups.

The fourth model — the role of counterrelated reflects the public and social
moments of the political process. The economic elite used the counter-clite as a
political ally in the struggle against the party critics (the cultural and scientific and
techmecal mtelligentsia); as a result, the economie elite and the nomenclature of the
second and third echelons come to power.

Statement of the basic material. | Kukolev highhghts the stages of the
transformation of the Soviet nomenclature into a new elite:

The first is the consistent loss of power of the CPSLU as an organ, structured the
foundations of the entire political system, the monopoly of power — from 1987 1o 1989;

The second — a sharp change of the ruling elite — 1991

The third — the defeat of the Soviet system — 1993 in Russia, in Ukraine, a new
elite uses the Soviet system to legalize power:

The fourth — the legitimization of the elite through the elections 1995 — 1997
{Kukolev, p. 89).

The researchers of the problem of transformation of the political elite of
Ukraine singled out certam transformation cycles. In particular, 1. Goliyad focused on
the following (Goliad, p. 2007):
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Latent period (1985 — 1990). Gradual changes of a general political nature,
creation of conditions for the inclusion of the Soviet elite into new types of activity for
it.

Conversion period (1990 — 1991). The nomenclature prepared for change is
involved in creating new institutional. economic and political conditions for the
development of the country. In the past, the ideological unity of the elite remains,
varipus political and ideological camps appear. Opportunities for new spheres of
activity and new forms of elite recruitment are opening up. The process of convergence
of the political status of the nomenclature into economic capital continues.

Period of Confrontation (1991 — 1996). Active political fragmentation,
promoted by the process of institutionalization and open transition to the market. The
main branches of government are formed.

Period of stabilization (1996 — 1999). Strengthening the positions of the
presidential power n the regions. Consolidation around the presidential power of
econonuc and political capatal. The pacts of elites leading to stabilization in the political
space without democratization.

Further, the researcher singles out the last peniod of 1999-2001. It is
charactenzed by the domination of the presidentnal government, around which all
administrative and economic resources are concentrated. There 1s an exacerbation of
contradictions between the oligarchs and the admmimstrative authonties. In our opinion,
this period can be extended until 2004, and the last one in this periodization to make a
period that would cover the presidency of V. Yushchenko. From the analysis of
existing literature, it is known that both the Ukrainian and Russian authors 1ignored the
problem of transformation. Thus, the first ime appearances and the most common
approaches to the pecubianties of the transformation of the pohiico-management elite
were linked in Ukraine and Russia with the analysis of the personal composition of the
political and management elite in comparison with the previous Soviet. An analysis of
the changes in the quantitative ratio of elites in Russia, conducted by Al
Kryshtanovskava, showed that changes in the politico-management elite (primanly
regional and local) that occurred by the end of 1994 in comparison with the Soviet
period were insignificant. Although, in general, there was a rejuvenation of the ruling
stratum. On the basis of this, the conclusion was drawn that the former nomenclature
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was transformed into a new elite by converting 15 former status politically and
economically into conditions of a new political regime ( Kryshtanovskaya, 1995, p. 56).

In Ukrame and Russia, the controllability and the system of effective executive
authorities are gradually being restored. For example, academician P. Khrienko argues
that the most important feature of overcoming crisis phenomena in society should be
the presence of an extremely rigid management vertical. Strengthening the entire
system of government will allow solving the tasks of mmplementing large-scale
programs and concepts that are certainly matured in the process of transformation.
Under these conditions, the guestion of the effectiveness of the managenal apparatus
15 assigned an increasing role. And for this, researchers have vet to find out the reasons
for the loss of efficiency in management both at the initial stage of the transformation
of the state and society, and in the conditions of the coming to power of a new political
and managenal elite (as happened in Ukraine ag a result of the 2004 presidential
election) (Kukolev, 1997a).

In Ukraine, the political elite did not work out. She could not fulfill her inherent
duties: to effectively manage the state, to make optimal decisions, to form a
professional staff. The state has a political elite, which was formed under the influence
of the old post-Soviet elite. There 15 4 need to educate a new generation of managers
with new European-democratic views.

A number of authors, for example, A.Obolonsky. made an attempt to
understand the reasons for the loss of effectiveness of the political and managenal elite.
He notes a downward trend in the quality of work of the management system and the
level of the political and managerial elite in the 1990s. Compared with the Soviet
period, the author states, the effectiveness of the acuvities of officials has decreased
significantly. Other researchers have noted the loss of efficiency in the activities of
civil servants of the 1990s. and consider the moral and cultural factors that determine
this process. The decline in the prestige of the civil service and, accordingly, the decline
in the professional level of the elite in the transformational period was one of the
reasons for the emergence of negative manifestations in the field of public
administration { Kryvukov, 2006, p. 79).

Structural analysis of individual groups of the Ukrainian elite who worked in
government bodies since the 1990s. untl 2003, it makes it possible to conclude that
the public of employees of the supreme bodies of state power of Ukraine was created
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